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KENNEDY ASSASSINATION (PRECEDE NEW YORK DAY) 

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

(ADVANCE) WASHINGTON, NOV. 21 (AP)-TKE PRESS AIDE IN CHARGE 
AT THE PRESIDENTIAL 'CHANGEOVER AT' DALLAS THREE YEAR'S AGO CONFIRMED 
TONIGHT THERE WAS FRICTION BETWEEN KENNEDY AND JOHNSON FACTIONS 
ABOARD THE FUNERAL PLANE FLYING BACK TO WASHINGTON. 

"I THINK THAT THERE ARE THINGS THAT HAPPENED, ESPECIALLY ON THE 
PLANE COMING BACK, THAT' COULD BE EMBARRASSING TO BOTH THE 
KENNEDYS AND THE JOHNSONS , * MALCOLM M. KILDUFF SAID.. HE REFUSED 
TO DESCRIBE THE EVENTS HE REFERRED TO. 


THE FORMER ASSISTANT WHITE HOUSE PRESS OFFICER ADDED THAT AS 
A DIRECT RESULT OF INTENSE EMOTIONAL FEELING AT THE TIME "SOME OF 
THE OLD 1950 WOUNDS WERE REOPENED, REHASHED, THOUGHT ABOUT," 

BUT KILDUFF SAID PRESIDENT JOHNSON/ "CONTINUED TO SHOW" ..ABOARD 
THE PLANE, AFTER TAKING OVER THE PRESIDENCY, CONCERN FOR 'MRS. 

JOHN F, KENNEDY AND "MEMBERS OF THE KENNEDY FAMILY. 

"THERE WAS NO GROSSNESS ON HIS PART, AS HAS BEEN IMPLIED BY 
OTHERS IN THE RECENT PAST,** KILDUFF SAID. 

. IN A TAPED TELEVISION-RADK INTERVIEW WITH WESTINGHOUSE BROAD- 
CASTING CO. ON THE EVE OF THN 

i. ' TNNIVERS 


, IN A TAPED TELEVISION-RADIO INTERVIEW WITH WESTINGHOUSE BROAD- 
CASTING CO. ON THE EVE OF THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY- OF THE ASSASSI- 
NATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, KILDUFF DISMISSED AS "PURE 
GARBAGE" THE RASH OF SPECULATION THAT QUESTIONS THE WARREN 
COMMISSION’S BASIC CONCLUSION THAT LEE HARVEY OSWALD ALONE KILLED 
KENNEDY. 

KILDUFF, WHO RODE IN THE FOURTH CAR BEHIND THE KENNEDY'S IN 
DALLAS, DECLARED! 
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"I HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO DOUBT .THAT. LEE HARVEY OSWALD COMMITTED 
THE ACT ON HIS OWN AND THAT THERE WAS NO CONSPIRACY INVOLVED, 

AS HAS BEEN INSINUATED IN MANY BOOKS, AND IS A BELIEF WHICH IS 
ACTUALLY WIDESPREAD IN EUROPE." 

HOWEVER, KILDUFF SAID HE DOES DISAGREE WITH THE COMMISSION'S 
FINDING THAT THE FIRST .BULLET THAT STRUCK KENNEDY AND PASSED 




THROUGH HIS NICK WAS THE ONE THAT WOUNDED TEXAS GOV. JOHN CONNALLY. 
A SECOND SHOT IN THE HEAD KILLED KENNEDY. 

‘•IN. NY MIND ? * KILDUFF SAID, “THERE WERE THREE SHOTS FIRED. I 
HAVE VERIFIED THAT WITH OTHER PEOPLE WHO WERE RIDING IN THE SANE 
CAR. I HAVE VERIFIED IT WITH SECRET SERVICE AGENTS. 81 

NOTING THAT THE BULLET THAT WOUNDED CONNALLY PASSED THROUGH 
THE GOVERNOR'S SHOULDER, RIBS, WRIST AND THIGH, KILDUFF WENT. CM! 

“THE WARREN COMMISSION REPORT SHOWS A BULLET, A PERFECT BULLET. 

I HAVE TALKED TO BALLISTIC EXPERTS, WHO SAY THAT IT WOULD .NOT BE 
POSSIBLE FOR A BULLET TO TRAVEL- THROUGH THAT MUCH MASS AND COME 
OUT IN SUCH A PERFECT CONDITION." 

KILDUFF SAID HE HAD TALKED TO CONNALLY WHO AGREES HE WAS HIT 
BY A SEPARATE BULLET, THAT THE GOVERNOR SAID HE HEARD THE FIRST 
SHOT AND WAS TURNING TO LOOK BACK 'WHEN HE WAS HIT. CONNALLY 
WAS SITTING IN THE JUMP SEAT IN KENNEDY'S CAR 8 

"AS A MATTER OF FACT,” KILDUFF SAID, "I HAVE. ON THE HIGHEST 
AUTHORITY, INFORMATION THAT PARTS OF THAT BULLET ARE STILL IN 
GOV. CONNALLY* S LEG. SO, THEREFORE IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE, 

AS THE WARREN COMMISSION STATES, THAT THE BULLET CAME OUT AS 
CLEAN AS IT DID , 11 

THE SAME VIEW BY CONNALLY THAT HE WAS HIT BY A SEPARATE BULLET 
IS REPORTED IN THIS WEEK'S ISSUE OF LIFE MAGAZINE. THE MAGAZINE 
SAID HE IS MORE FIRMLY CONVINCED OF THIS AFTER VIEWING BLOWN-UPS 
OF. MOVIE FILM OF THE ASSASSINATION TAKEN BY ABRAHAM ZAPRUDER, A 
BYSTANDER , 

LIFE, CALLING FOR A NEW INVESTIGATION, ' SAID THERE IS 'REASONABLE 
DOUBT' THAT OSWALD ACTED ALONE. 

. “THE EVIDENCE," LIFE SAID, "PARTICULARLY THAT GIVEN BY 
GOV. CONNALLY AND HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE ZAPRUDER FILM, DOES 
NOT PROVE THAT OSWALD HAD A CO-CONSPIRATOR. NOR DOES IT DIS- 
PROVE IT. IT DOES SHOW- THAT REASONABLE— AND DISTURBING— DOUBT 
REMAINS .* 
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H X DOUBT REMAINS ." 




KILDUFF, IN CRITICIZING THE *R ASH OF PUBLICATIONS RAISING 
DOUBT THAT OSWALD ACTED ALONE, SAID THEY WERE "WRITTEN BY 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO CAPITALIZE ON THE ASSASSINATION B . , 

FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL GAIN, NONE OF THEM HAVE BEEN WRITTEN BY 
PEOPLE, WHO WERE IN DALLAS AT THE TIME, OR WHERE PRIVY TO ANY OF 

^ i 

THE CONVERSATIONS OR TO PERSONNEL IN THE WHITE HOUSE," 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE FORTHCOMING PUBLICATION IN LOOK MAGAZINE 


OF EXCERPTS OF WILLIAM -MANCHESTER’S BOOK, "THE DEATH OF A PRESI- 
DENT," WRITTEN WITH COOPERATION OF THE KENNEDYS % 

IT WAS AGREED, KILDUFF SAID, THAT THE TEXT WOULD NOT BE 
PUBLISHED BEFORE NOV. 22, 1S6S, UNLESS MRS • KENNEDY DESIGNATED 
A PRIOR DATE "AND IT SHALL BE PUBLISHED AT SUCH D ATE „ THEREAFTER 

AS SHALL BE MUTUALLY AGREEABLE TO THE CONTRACTING PARTIES." 

' 

KILDUFF SAID "I HAVE REASON TO KNOW MRS. KENNEDY HAS AT NO 
TIME GIVEN EITHER ORAI^^jWQlITTEN PERMISSION FOR PUBLICATION OF 
THE BOOK OR ANY^PORTION THEREbf PRIOR 70 NOV, 22, 1953,” 

MANCHESTER WAS TRAVELLING WITH HIS FAMILY IN. EUROPE AND 
UNAVAILABLE FOR COMMENT* 

KILDUFF ALSO CRITICIZED THE BOOK ON KENNEDY WRITTEN BY 
FORMER PRESIDENTIAL AIDE, ARTHUR SCKLESINGER, SAID IT IS BASED ON 
PRIVILEGED INFORMATION. ' BUT A BOOK BY FORMER AIDE TED SORENSEN 
"IS AN ACADEMIC WORK," KILDUFF SAID, AND ONE BY FORMER PRESS ’ , 
s AIDE PIERRE SALINGER IS "A RECOUNT OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WHICH 
WAS DONE IN GOOD TASTE.” 

HE HAS NO PLANS TO WRITE A BOOK OR ANY ARTICLES, KILDUFF SAID, 
BECAUSE "I WAS PRIVY TO PRIVILEGED INFORMATION 


0 - 


IELE.GR APH, EDITORS 1 

WASHINGTON — THE FOLLOWING OPTIONAL INTRO ON- THE KILDUFF - 
ASS ASS I NAT ION STORY IS SENT FOR PAPERS WHICH MAY WISH TO GIVE 
MORE PROMINENCE TO HIS EVALUATION OF THE WARREN COMMISSION 
FINDINGS. 
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KENNEDY ASSASSINATION (PRECEDE NEW' YORK) 

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

(ADVANCE) WASHINGTON, NOV. 21 (AP)-THE ONLY WHITE HOUSE PRESS 
AIDE WHO WITNESSED THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F e .KENNEDY ' 
IN DALLAS SAID TONIGHT THE WARREN COMMISSION WAS CORRECT IN 
ASSIGNING TO LEE HARVEY OSWALD SOLE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
CRIME. 

BUT MALCOLM M. KILDUFF SAID THE COMMISSION ERRED. IN REPORTING 
THAT A SINGLE BULLET PASSED THROUGH KENNEDY'S NECK AMD THEN WOUNDED 
TEXAS GOV. JOHN CQNNALLY. 

KILDUFF CONFIRMED THAT THERE WAS FRICTION BETWEEN KENNEDY AND 
LYNDON JOHNSON FACTIONS ON THE FUNERAL PLANE FLYING BACK TO 
WASHINGTON.. 

*1 THINK THAT ETC. PICKING UP 2ND GRAF A2AWX, EDITING THAT 
GRAF TO REMOVE FULL IDENTIFICATION OF KILDUFF AND EDITING .THE 
5TK GRAF , "IN A TAPED” TO REMOVE FULL IDENTIFICATION OF KENNEDY. 
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(ADVANCE) WASHINGTON- -SECOND ADD KENNEDY ASSASSINATION (A24- 
26WX) X X X PRIVILEGED INFORMATION." 

KILDUFF WAS ASKED ABOUT A STORY IN THE MAGAZINE U.S, NEWS & 
WORLD REPORT THAT INDICATED THERE WAS A CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO BLOCK 
JOHNSON FROM LEAVING THE PLANE WITH KENNEDY'S BODY. HE REPLIED: 

"PRESIDENT JOHNSON DID FEEL HE SHOULD ACCOMPANY MRS. KENNEDY 
FROM AIR FORCE I AS THE BODY OF THE LATE PRESIDENT WAS BEING 
BROUGHT DOWN THE STEPS, WHEN WE ARRIVED AT ANDREWS AIR FORCE - • 

BASE, WE FOUND THE FORKLIFT WAITING THERE, RATHER THAN A PAIR OF 
STEPS , 

"THE PEOPLE, THESE WERE MEMBERS OF THE KENNEDY STAFF, PLUS 
CERTAIN SECRET SERVICE AGENTS, HAD SO FILLED UP THAT FORKLIFT THAT 
IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR PRESIDENT JOHNSON TO GET ON. IT JUST 
PHYSICALLY WASN'T POSSIBLE . . . ' - . ■ 

"THAT FORKLIFT REMAINED IN PLACE SO LONG THAT PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON NEVER GOT A CHANCE TO GET OFF THE PLANE,® 

KILDUFF ADDED ®WHETHER, • .THIS WAS A DELIBERATE EFFORT OR 
NOT, I WOULD NOT CARE TO SPECULATE ON. BUT, CERTAINLY, IF IT 
WAS DELIBERATE, IT WORKED, BECAUSE THERE WERE SO MANY PEOPLE IN 
THE REAR OF THE PLANE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR PRESIDENT JOHNSON TO 
GET OFF THE PLANE WITH THE CASKET AND PAY HIS RESPECTS TO MRS. 
KENNEDY BEFORE THE AMBULANCE DEPARTED." 
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